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HOUSE BI LL 2289

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Ericks, Mrris, OBrien and O nshy

Read first time 02/19/2007. Referred to Conmttee on Technol ogy,
Ener gy & Conmuni cati ons.

AN ACT Relating to utilizing information technol ogy; addi ng a new
section to chapter 43.105 RCW creating a new section; and providing an
expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that state agencies do
not always use the services offered by the departnent of information
services, resulting in a lack of appropriate coordination, redundant
systens, inconpatible systens or data, and nultiple conputer platforns.
Additionally, the legislature finds that opportunities are being m ssed
to |l everage the purchasing power of the departnment to drive down the
cost of securing information services.

The technology, energy, and conmunications conmmttee studied
stream ining state governnent in the technol ogy and energy areas during
the 2006 interim The study found that state agencies use an
increasing variety of information services and technol ogies, leading to
inefficient use of state resources and fragnented authority over
i nportant information technol ogy deci sions.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.105 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1)(a) A joint legislative task force on streanmlining state
information services is established, with nenbers as provided in this
subsecti on.

(1) The president of the senate shall appoint four nenbers from
each of the two | argest caucuses of the senate.

(i1) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint four
menbers from each of the two |argest caucuses of the house of
representatives. At |east one nmenber from each caucus nust be a nenber
of the house technol ogy, energy and conmuni cati ons conmttee.

(iii) The president of the senate and the speaker of the house of
representatives jointly shall appoint two nenbers representing |oca
government and public benefit nonprofit corporations who utilize the
services of the departnent of information services.

(iv) The governor shall appoint two nenbers: (A) The director of
the departnment of information services, and (B) a nenber of the
i nformati on services board.

(b) In addition, the departnent of information services shall
cooperate with the task force and maintain a liaison representative,
who shall be a nonvoting nenber. The departnent shall cooperate with
the task force and provide information as the cochairs may reasonably
request. The task force shall consult other state agencies and
individuals from the private sector with expertise in this area as
necessary to carry out the m ssion of the task force.

(c) The task force shall choose its cochairs from anong its
| egi slative nmenbership. The chair of the house technol ogy, energy and
communi cations commttee shall convene the initial neeting of the task
force.

(2) The task force shall review the follow ng issues:

(a) A statewde information services strategy,;

(b) Devel opnent of a process to strengthen the mandate of the
departnment of information services in acquiring various information
servi ces;

(c) Leveraging the purchasing power of the departnent of
information services to drive down the cost of securing information
services; and
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(d) Strengthening the role of the information services board in
enhancing the utilization of services offered by the departnent of
i nformation services.

(3) Staff support for the task force shall be provided by the
senate comm ttee services and the house office of programresearch

(4) Legislative nenbers of the task force shall be rei nbursed for
travel expenses in accordance with RCW 44.04.120. Nonl egi sl ati ve
menbers, except those representing an enployer or organization, are
entitled to be reinbursed for travel expenses in accordance wth RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(5) The expenses of the task force shall be paid jointly by the
senate and the house of representatives. Task force expenditures are
subject to approval by the senate facilities and operations conmttee
and the house executive rules conmttee, or their successor commttees.

(6) The task force shall report its findings and recommendations to
the governor and the appropriate conmttees of the legislature by
Decenber 1, 2007.

(7) This section expires Decenber 31, 2007.

~-- END ---
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